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Steak and Lobster Brought to Alliot by the Student Association 
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On Saturday, St. Michael’s held the Welcome Back Bash event to start off the school year. This year, the Student Association changed menus from 
the typical barbeque style hamburgers and hotdogs to a surf-and-turf menu of lobster and steak. They hoped with a new menu, there would be 
more excitement surrounding the event as well as attendance. “At the end of the day, I think it was a huge success. Even though we had to move 
inside, I think it was a great new tradition for St. Michael’s to start the year off,” said Erik Jaukkuri, senior co-secretary of the Student Associa- 


New Pub, New Plan for Tilley’s 


By Lilly Lowe 
News Editor 


On a Wednesday afternoon 
the atmosphere inside Tilley’s 
Pub is a laid back local crowd 
trying to enjoy a drink or two 
after work. This is a very differ- 
ent environment than what the 
establishment looked like Aug. 
30 for opening night. 

“Around 9 p.m. St. Michael’s 
students started filtering in, and 
they kept coming and coming,” 
co-owner Mike Thweatt said. 
“From about 9:30 to 11:30 there 
was a waiting line to come in. 
We didn’t expect it at all.” 

Mike Thweatt and his wife, 
Susan Thweatt, bought the bar, 


previously known as Unwinders, 
in May and completely renovat- 
ed the inside. The wall behind 
the bar was completely knocked 
down and a new bar was built. 
The floors and carpeting were 
redone and new TVs and bar 
stools, among other things, were 
added. 

Senior Corine McAllister 
was among the St. Michael’s 
students who attended opening 
night at Tilley’s. . 

“Tt looks a little bit classier,” 
McAllister said. “There are 
glass cups now, instead of plastic 
cups.” 

Mike Thweatt credited A.R. 
Bellew, with being a major part 
in the bar design and layout. 


“The design just came out 
of my head,” Bellew said. “We 
knew we wanted the bar to be 
bigger. They really did a lot. It 
was a lot of work, but now it’s a 
nice place.” 

One of the reasons Mike and 
Susan Thweatt were interested in 
the establishment was the unique 
location. Tilley’s is located on 
Winooski Park squeezed be- 
tween the St. Michael’s campus 
and Camp Johnson, across the 
street from the Fanny Allen Care 
Center. 

“We have three different 
targets,’ Bellew said. “We’re 
hoping for a lunch business when 
the kitchen opens, an afternoon 
crowd from Camp Johnson and a 


night crowd from St. Michael’s.” 

Last year Unwinders was 
a hot spot for St. Michael’s stu- 
dents of all ages. The bar was 
caught on multiple occasions 
serving underage kids. Cas- 
sandra Dattilio, Susan Thweatt’s 
daughter and the new bar man- 
ager at Tilley’s, has other ideas 
for the new pub. 

“We absolutely do not toler- 
ate underage drinking,” Dattilio 
said. 

McAllister said the pub 
seemed much stricter this year 
compared to the previous owner- 
ship but acknowledged the loca- 
tion of Tilley’s is a huge atraction 
for students. 

See PUB on pg. 4 
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Construction Consumes Quad Experience 


By Chris Elbag & Chris 
Moskal 


On the cover of St. Michael’s 
pamphlets and on sunny days 
one can always find students 
lunging for a Frisbee or lounging 
on the green grass of the many 
fields on campus. Returning to 
the college this fall, however, 
these mental pictures may have 
been up uprooted for many stu- 
dents when they laid eyes upon 
the extensive construction zone 
thrown into the middle of the 
quad. 

The newly acclimated first- 
year students living in the quad 
will be dealing with the brunt 
of the construction. First-year 
student and Lyons Hall resident 
Victoria Barnum acknowledged 
that the construction affects her 
social life. 

“J don’t meet as many peo- 
ple. I haven’t met people from 
some of the other buildings, 
especially Ryan, because you 
can’t just walk right through [the 
quad],” Barnum said. - 

With the south door facing 
Joyce blocked off and the mid- 
dle of the quad off limits, Ryan 
residents must leave from the 
main door or north exit and walk 
around the quad to the southern 
entrances of Joyce and Lyons. 

First-year Brandon 
MacPherson, who lives in Ryan 
Hall, agrees with Barnum’s point 
that it remains one of the more 
disconnected buildings. 

“Living in the quad is a bit 
awkward,” MacPherson said. “I 
feel pretty isolated from cam- 
pus.” 

Having lived in Lyons Hall 
last year and now living in the 
quad again in Alumni, sopho- 
more Michelle Moreau can’t help 
but compare this year to her ex- 
perience last year. 

“T feel like I’m missing out 
on a sort of community aspect 
in the quad that we had last year. 
No one’s out in beach chairs. 
No one’s out playing music,” 
Moreau said. 

In addition to taking away 
the connection the four quad 
buildings previously had, the 
project has presented other ob- 
stacles. 

“T study in the library,” Bar- 
num said. “If I am in my room I 





Construction in the quad continues as first-year students tackle the difficulties of living next to the construction site. 


can hear the stuff going on, so I 
usually prefer not to study in my 
room.” 

Some students, however, 
don’t find the noise of the con- 
struction to be too much of a 
hassle. MacPherson hasn’t found 
it to be an issue. 

“T have never been woken 
up by the construction, but the 
fact that I have to go around the 
construction every time I have 
to go somewhere is a bit annoy- 
ing, but not really a big deal,” 
MacPherson said. 

The construction zone also 
affected new student orientation, 
changing the proceedings of 
first-year move-in day. 

“Tt was a bit of a challenge,” 
said Grace Kelly, director of stu- 
dent activities. Kelly, who is in 
charge of new student orienta- 
tion, said that move-in was the 
only part of the orientation pro- 
gram affected by the construc- 
tion. Normally cars can park in 
the middle of the quad and on 
the grass around it to unload, but 
the limited amount of space not 


fenced off for construction pre- 
sented an issue. Cars had to be 
unpacked and moved quickly in 
order to prevent a large backup. 
Kelly said that overall it went 
well thanks to careful planning. 

“Because so many people 
put their heads together and were 
thinking about it from different 
angles, we just came up with a 
plan that worked beautifully.” 

Cars were directed around 
the back of Ross Sports Center 
where they were ushered onto 
the sidewalk along the side of 
the library lawn. The parking 
areas in the rear of both Lyons 
and Joyce were utilized, as was 
limited space within the middle 
of the quad. Orientation leaders 
donning orange hard hats un- 
loaded the cars and sent them on 
their way to park at a different 
part of campus. 

College Architect and Asso- 
ciate Director of Facilities James 
Farrington said the quad com- 
mons construction is steadily 
progressing. Farrington is the 
owner’s representative for the 
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College architect James Farrington said there have been no incidents 
of students interfering with the equipment. 


project. 

“We are right on schedule. 
We’re close to finishing the steel 
on the residence hall and cur- 
rently laying the foundation of 
the student center.” 

Farrington also said the in- 
flux of students to campus hasn’t 
affected the project. 


“The students have been re- 
spectful and there haven’t been 
any incidents with the equip- 
ment, which is great.” 

The quad commons endeav- 
or is projected to be finished by 
the Fall 2013 semester. 
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- Sustainable Energy in Quad Commons Project 


Geothermal 
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(Sources: US Depart- 
ment of Energy, Renew- 
ableEnergy World.com) 





By Patrick Cope 
Columns Editor 


Over the summer, many 
of the. students and faculty at 
St. Michael’s experienced con- 
struction noises that were not 
coming from the Quad Com- 
mons. Instead, they came from 
the library lawn as drilling rigs 
and cranes were used to install 
wells for ground-source coupled 
heat exchange or geothermal 
energy, as it is more commonly 
known. Upon completion of 
the commons in, the quad, this 
groundbreaking energy source 
will bring a more sustainable 
approach when it comes to the 
heating and cooling of the new 
facility. 

Though the technology 
originally dates back to the late 
1940s, geothermal energy has 
proven to be a useful source for 
the heating and cooling of build- 
ings with very little environ- 
mental consequences, compared 
to that of oil or natural gas. The 
way it works, as physics Profes- 
sor Alain Brizard explained, 
is by utilizing temperatures 
approximately 20 feet under- 
ground where the temperature 
of the groundwater is usually 
consistent with the mean annual 
temperature of a specific loca- 
tion; that is to say, the average of 
approximate highest and lowest 
temperatures for the year. 

“Our location is 45 degrees 
latitude and, it just so happens 
that if you dig 20 feet under- 
ground that the mean annual 
temperature is relatively stable, 
throughout the year at 45 de- 


grees,” Brizard said. “That ex- 
ample’s just a coincidence.” 

Professor Brizard gave the 
example of July, which is usu- 
ally considered one of the hot- 
test months of the year. During 
the summer, if one is to turn on 
an air conditioning system, they 
would be “fighting against the 
environment,” as Brizard put it, 
because of the nature of heat to 
travel to cooler areas, such as a 
building. 

“Now, there is an area un- 
derground that is cooler at 45 
degrees Fahrenheit during the 
summer, so you would want the 
air in a building to go under- 
ground and re-circulate back up 
to the building once it’s cooler,” 
Brizard explained. “Instead of 
fighting the environment, you 
now have an ally that allows 
you to cool down the air in your 
building.” 

This process of exchang- 
ing heat at an underground level 
is also applicable in wintertime 
when the area below the surface 
gets hot, thus, geothermal gen- 
erators would allow for heat un- 
derground to be circulated into a 
building. With this process, heat- 
ers and air conditioners would 
become more efficient and less 
harmful to the environment, as 
geothermal generators utilize 
considerably less electricity than 
conventional heating and cool- 
ing systems. 

On the St. Michael’s cam- 
pus, approximately 48 wells 
were dug on the Durick Library 
lawn for the purpose.of pumping 
heat to the Quad Commons so 
that the building will be properly 


heated when completed. Direc- 
tor of Facilities James Farrington 
chose the library lawn because of 
its close proximity and because 
there was no chance of it being 


utilized for future construction - 


endeavors. 

“When we looked out at the 
300s field, we didn’t realize the 
potential for other construction 
projects that could be built there, 
being that the space is so wide 
open,” Farrington said. “With 
the library lawn, we pretty much 
know that there won’t be any- 
thing else constructed in that 
area.” 

However, the drilling pro- 
cess did come with its conse- 
quences: during the drilling, one 
of the rigs tipped over and col- 
lapsed when a piece of casing 
came off of its base. Combined 


with the increased pressure from _ 


water and sand leaking out of the 
ground, the rig caved in and col- 
lapsed. No one was injured and 
there was very little damage to 
surrounding areas; however, 
Farrington and the construction 
company, PC Construction took 
added measures to ensure that 
this type of incident never hap- 
pened again, Farrington said. 

“A big problem that we had 
was that people were getting too 
close to the site to observe, one 
kid even dislocated his shoulder 
when he crashed his bike in the 
site,’ Farrington said. “We put 
up a fence around the area after 
that and sent out mass emails 
telling non-construction person- 
nel to stay away.” 

Many of the faculty and 
staff of St. Michael’s expressed 


their excitement in this tech- 
nology coming to the college. 
Heather Ellis-Lynch, sustain- 
ability coordinator and adviser 
for Green-Up SMC, has been 
enthusiastic about the new ener- 
gy sources being utilized in the 
Commons since day one. 

“This will be our first build- 
ing utilizing renewable energy,” 
Ellis-Lynch said. “It certainly 
shows a commitment of the 
campus towards thinking about 
the impact new structures have 
on the environment.” 

Though Ellis-Lynch’s office 
was not directly involved with 
the project, she believes that it 
was through the sustainability 
office and students’ conscious- 
ness for social and environmen- 
tal justice that the new commons 
will be supplied with sustainable 
energy. 

“We need to view the cam- 
pus as a learning laboratory 
where we can teach our students, 
staff, and faculty about respect- 
ing our environment and making 
smart decisions that pay off in 
the long run,” Ellis-Lynch said. 

Geothermal energy, though 
not new, is a relatively ground- 
breaking type of technology to 
be employed on a college cam- 
pus. When the construction is 
completed, this type of energy 
is promised to provide students 
and faculty with quality heating 
and cooling in a manner which 
will be environmentally and 
economically sound in the long 
run. 


Pub Near Campus Vows Not to Serve Underage Drinkers 


Continued from pg. 2 


“It’s right in the middle of 
our campus,” McAllister said. 
“We're not exactly close to other 
bars and | think maybe once un- 
derclassmen see upperclassmen 
going, they’ll want to go, too.” 

But Mike Thweatt, along 
with the rest of the Tilley’s staff 
is on the same page as Dattilio. 
One of the reasons Mike Thweatt 
thinks Unwinders had difficulty 
preventing underage drinking 
is because it was understaffed. 
To enforce their policy of no 


underage drinking, Thweatt 
said Tilley’s will always have a 
doorman checking ID’s on busy 
nights. 

“Our overall increase in 
staff will mean more eyes to con- 
trol who’s coming,” Mike Thwe- 
att said. “We recognize (under- 
age drinking) is not good for us 
or our customers because then 
we’ll be closed down whether it’s 
for a week, a month, or for good. 
It doesn’t work out for anybody.” 

Mike Thweatt said the staff 
was encouraged by the start and 
the initial response. So far, Til- 


ley’s has gotten positive feed- 
back. 

“Did you hear?” Bellew 
said. “Bar’s named after a pig.” 

The name Tilley’s came 
about after a long debate. In the 
end it came down to one potbelly 
pig named Matilda. Mike and 
Susan Thweatt threw around a 
lot of names but couldn’t come 
up with one they all liked and 
agreed on. 

“We have a potbelly pig 
named Matilda, that we call Til- 
ley,” Mike Thweatt said. “We 
would go around to people tell- 


ing them the names we were se- 
riously thinking about and then 
throw Tilley’s out there as a joke. 
Then we realized Tilley’s was 
the only name everyone actually 
liked.” 

Tilley’s is open seven days 
a week, from 12 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Every Tuesday is open mic night, 
Thursdays are college night with 
DJ TJ, and DJ TJ will be there ev- 
ery Friday night, as well. In the 
future, Dattilio hopes to expand 
upon their promotion nights to 
possibly include a trivia night. 
She said Tilley’s is also open to 


host theme parties for those in- 
terested. 

“We wanted to create a 
place where people want to hang 
out and have fun,” Dattilio said. 

Eventually  Tilley’s will 
have a kitchen with a small 
menu featuring mainly pub food 
like pizza, nachos and chicken 
wings. Thweatt emphasized the 
staff is open to suggestions. 

“Our goal was to create a — 
place that’s comfortable for ev- 
eryone, and it feels like we’re on 
the right track,” Mike Thweatt 
said. 
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International students now make up five percent of the total first year population 


By Taylor Lange 
News Editor 


St. Michael’s prides itself 
on its international student pro- 
gram, hosting students from all 
over the world each year. 

One of main goals the col- 
lege tries to achieve is an in- 
crease in the percentage of in- 
ternational students each year 
in the undergraduate class. 

“St. Michael’s has the sec- 
ond largest international stu- 
dent population in the state of 
Vermont, second to Middlebury 
College,” International Admis- 
sions Counselor Jeremy Brown 
said. 

In this year’s freshman 
undergraduate class, five per- 
cent of the student population is 
comprised of international stu- 
dents, something not normally 
heard of in past years. 

“The goal from the presi- 
dent and the college is to grow 
that number,” Brown said. “It 
really strengthens the campus 
to be globalized. 

One reason St. Michael’s 
has such a strong international 
program Brown said, is because 
St. Michael’s has one of the old- 
est English language programs 
that is affiliated with a college 
or university. This originates 
from the school’s Edmundite 
heritage where people were 
coming to Vermont speaking 
French and working with both 
French Canadians and Ver- 
monters that only spoke French. 
Thus, they quickly developed a 
program for teaching English 
as a second language and it be- 
came a major strength that has 
been with St. Michael’s ever 
since. 

A major way that St. Mi- 
chael’s tries to incorporate in- 
ternational students is through 
Ambassador Housing. 

“A number of students are 
housed in Potigny and Cante- 
bury,” said Jacqui Samale, the 
coordinator of international stu- 
dents. “The idea is that U.S. and 
international students live to- 
gether in the suites and the U.S. 
students serve as ambassadors 
to the international students.” 

Brown said that what most 
international students are hop- 





ing for is to learn about our cul- 
ture. “They are looking to have 
that American experience, or 
observe it,” he said. 

Samale said those students 
introduce the international stu- 
dents to their friends, include 
them in activities, and even 
take them home over holidays 
or a break. 

Brown said he was sur- 
prised at how few people take 
advantage of the study abroad 
option that St. Michael’s offers. 
However, he said that with the 
International Student Program, 
current students are given the 
chance to get a sense of new 
cultures and perspectives. In 
addition, it also gives them a 
new friend. 

“To be able to meet stu- 
dents from different areas cre- 
ates a unique life experience 
that you can carry with you for- 
ever,” Brown said. 

St. Michael’s has increased 
its international student popula- 
tion over the years, and there 
are no plans to stop. 

“If we are going to con- 
tinue to grow the number of 
International students at St. Mi- 
chael’s,” Samale said. “There is 
going to be an increased need to 
find ways to further integrate.” 

In Professor Patricia Del- 
aney’s Applied Anthropology 
class, she has given her students 
a ‘needs assessment’ assign- 
ment that deals with a new in- 
ternational student integration 
plan. The goal she said was to 
give her students an opportu- 
nity to apply anthropology in 
a real world setting on St. Mi- 
chael’s campus. 

“IT hope that students will 
become more aware of the 
range and diversity of interna- 
tional students who are present 
in our community,” Professor 
Delaney said. 

During this assignment, 
Professor Delaney’s students 
are paired up with international 
students to get a better under- 
standing of their beliefs, cul- 
ture, and their way of life in a 
very different part of the world. 

In addition, she hopes that 
through these interactions, the 
students will learn to under- 
stand empathy and compas- 


sion, which will help in an ever 
changing, globalized world. 

“Ultimately, I hope that the 
students will uncover interest- 
ing issues that will help St. Mi- 
chael’s in our strategic plan to 
increase the number of interna- 
tional students on our campus,” 
Professor Delaney said. 

On the first day upon meet- 
ing the international students, 
Alexandra Kondracki, a senior 
in Professor Delaney’s class, 
said that they met them in Al- 
liot for breakfast to start to get 
to know each other better. 

“They taught us how to 
write our names using Japanese 
characters,” Kondracki said. 

A few days later, Kond- 
racki and her cultural partners 
went into downtown Burling- 
ton to walk along Lake Cham- 
plain and Church Street so she 
could give them a better idea of 
what American culture is like. 
There, the international stu- 
dents bought postcards to mail 
back home. 

In addition to showing dif- 
ferent cultural perspectives, the 
assignment also aims to get a 
better understanding of what 
difficulties the students are 
having, what they like about 
American culture, and what 
they wish was different about 
the program. 

“One of the major difficul- 
ties the girls have faced, is that 
in their classes they never had 
to express their opinions,” Kon- 
dracki said. “I thought this was 
interesting because going to a 
small school like St. Michael’s, 
class participation is huge and 
you always have to express your 
opinions.” 

In addition, Kondracki said 
that the girls find it hard to ex- 
press their opinions in the first 
place and on top of that, they 
have to do it in English. 

In the end, Brown hopes 
that there will be even more in- 
tegration in the future, but that 
rests on the international stu- 
dents as well as the undergradu- 
ate students. 

“Take a minute to say ‘Hi’ 
to someone who is from anoth- 
er country,” Brown said. “Do it 
just out of pure interest.” 


“Being the only male 


housekeeper at t 
| worked at.” 
Dennis Sullivan, 
sophomore. 


he hotel 


“What was he’ 


most interesting 
thing you 
did this 
summer? 


“biked 10 miles home 
from work eve far 
Colleen Knowles, 

firstyear 
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A Year Later: Irene Effects Still Visible 


By Drew Prescott 
Online Editor 


Last year, Vermont was 
ravaged by the region’s most 
devastating natural disaster 
since 1927. Tropical Storm 
Irene reached Vermont in the 
early morning of August 28, 
2011 and the same storm that 
left 65 Americans dead along 
the east coast, showed little 
mercy to the Green Moun- 
tain State. A day later, thou- 
sands of homes, businesses, 
and roadways had been swept 
away by flooding. The ef- 
fects of Irene’s 80 mile per 
hour winds and torrential rain 
could be seen across the state 
as citizens from Brattleboro 
to Burlington were forced to 
cope with massive destruc- 
tion. 

John Maxfield, a senior at 
Saint Michael’s and resident 
of Cabot, Vt., saw the impact 
of Irene first hand. 

“Some parts of Cabot 
were hit really hard by flood- 
ing,’ Maxfield said. “The 
hardware store and a couple 
other businesses had to shut 
down for a while. A lot of 
people couldn’t get to work. It 
was pretty bad.” 

Vermont’s Irene Recov- 
ery Officer Sue Minter also 
described the devastation. 

“The damage was tru- 
ly devastating, six people 
lost their lives and 3500 
homes were severely dam- 
aged, some destroyed 
completely,” Minter said. 
“Seven-thousand people 
needed to register for aid from 
the Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency (FEMA).” 

Fortunately for many, 
the relief and recovery effort 
began immediately with help 
from state workers, local vol- 
unteers, and FEMA. 

State Hazard Mitigation 
Officer Ray Doherty has been 
in direct contact with FEMA 
and other organizations since 
the storm struck. 

“As the lead agency work- 
ing with FEMA, we have re- 


* VtStrong. 


Many Vermonters have purchased special license plates to show their support and raise money for the communities that were hit the hardest by 
Hurricane Irene in Aug. 2011. 


built roads, strengthened riv- 
ers, and gotten people back in 
their homes,” Doherty said. 

Doherty’s office is locat- 
ed in Waterbury, Vt., which is 
among the places hit _hard- 
est by Irene. 

“Our office was ruined 
by flooding, and most of it 
still needs to be reconstruct- 
ed,” Doherty said. “Right now 
the focus is still on people and 
the community. We have been 
able to get homes rebuilt and 
most local business are back 
up and running, although 
there are some that shut down 
completely.” 

Considering the severity 
and expanse of the damaged 
caused by Irene, it seems the 
recovery effort has been ef- 
fective. 

Minter was very pleased 
with the response from volun- 
teers across the state. Her or- 
ganization, Vermont Strong, 
continues to provide aid and 
raise money for victims of 


Irene. 

“Thousands of people 
showed up the day after the 
storm to help, and many have 
continued to provide assis- 
tance” Minter said. 

“I am enormously proud 
of what I have witnessed over 
the past year, there has been 
an amazing response from 
Vermonters helping each oth- 
er to get back on their feet. We 
call this the ‘Vermont Strong 
spirit? and it has been tre- 
mendously powerful,” Minter 
said. 

Doherty also commented 
on the strength of the ongoing 
recovery process. 

“The rebuilding effort has 
been extraordinary,” Doherty 
said. “I’m impressed with the 
amount of work that’s been 
accomplished in a year, but 
there is definitely still work to 
be done.” 

According to Minter, 
there still are 700 people in 
need of help and there is a 





V/=1 aa slelaime (ol) 


Photo courtesy of vermontdisasterrecovery.com 


great deal yet to be accom- 
plished. Minter specifically 
noted how happy she’s been 
with the support her organiza- 
tion has received from college 
students. 

“So far (college) students 
have been a huge part of the 
recovery effort and we could 
still use more help,’ Minter 
said. “I encourage students to 
go online to learn more about 
how to contribute. They can 
sign up to donate their time or 
make financial donations. We 
have also partnered with Ver- 
mont Campus Compact to of- 
fer Vermont recovery intern- 
ships; the program was very 
successful last summer and 
we will certainly be looking 
for more applicants in 2013” 

While the relief response 
to Irene has, been impressive, 
the question for many Ver- 
monters is ‘how can we keep 
this from happening again?’ 

“I'd like to know what has 
been done to prevent this kind 


of damage from happening in 
the future,’ said Maxfield. 
“Obviously, you can’t stop a 
storm from hitting, but I’m 
sure there are improvements 
that could be made. I don’t 
think entire roads should be 
swept away so easily.” 

According to Doherty, 
one of the most important 
aspects of the mitigation pro- 
cess is improvement and pre- 
vention. 

“We cannot control the 
weather, but we can help 
reduce the consequence,” 
Doherty said. “We have not 
only repaired areas that were 
affected by Irene, but we have 
improved them. We _ have 
strengthened bridges and 
roadways, raised homes in 
low lying areas, and created 
new emergency response sys- 
tems to ensure people will get 
help as soon as possible. We 
have certainly learned from 
this.” 
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Olympic Spirit Can Be Seen in Burlington 


By: Shannon Moore 
Features Editor 


The 2012 Summer Olym- 
pics were viewed by countless 
people around the world, and 
the inspiration lived on when 
the Paralympics, which ended 
Sunday, continued in London. 

Inspiration can also be 
found within The North- 
east Disabled Athletic Asso- 
ciation, a local nonprofit that 
works with disabled athletes 
and serves about 400 athletes 
a year in a variety of sports 
and clinics. 

The mission of the NDAA 
is “to provide recreational and 
competitive athletic opportu- 
nities for people with physi- 
cal disabilities, and to support 
disabled athletes in their pur- 
suit of excellence.” 

Patrick Standen, a phi- 
losophy professor at St. Mi- 
chael’s College is also one of 
the founders of NDAA, which 
was started in the 1990s. Af- 
ter being injured in a car ac- 
cident in 1980 when he was 
just 16, Standen, who was an 
avid athlete, decided his in- 
jury wouldn’t stop him from 
pursuing athletics. 

Standen started getting 


involved in sports such as 
wheelchair racing, basketball 
and skiing. “Up here in Ver- 
mont, there were very few 
options,” Standen said. “But 
I knew there were a lot avail- 
able throughout the rest of 
New England, so there was no 
reason we couldn’t have those 
kinds of sports here.” 

“Patrick has proven to 
be a great example for the 
disabled community,” said 
Nate Besio, treasurer of the 
NDAA and a graduate of St. 
Michael’s. “He is a prime ex- 
ample of how, just because 
someone has a disability, it 
doesn’t mean they can’t live a 
normal life and participate in 
activities like everyone else.” 

“The NDAA does much 
more than just let people with 
disabilities become or stay 
physically active,” Besio said. 
“Tt has given me access to an 
entire community of people 
who have gone through simi- 
lar struggles as I have. We 
support each other, not just 
with sports but with several 
other aspects of our lives, it 
has allowed me to regain a 
part of my life that I thought 
I had lost when I became dis- 
abled.” 

One of the bigger teams 


within the organization is the 
Vermont sled hockey team 
which works closely with the 
Purple Knights hockey pro- 
gram. The St. Michael’s ath- 
letes volunteer with a tour- 
nament held every year. The 
sled hockey team practices on 
Sundays, and volunteers are 
always welcome. They also 
encourage able bodied people 


4 We focus on what 
people can do rather 
than focusing on their 

limitations. y 


-Patrick Standen 
Co-founder of the NDAA 


to play and get involved as 
well. 

Soccer is another NDAA 
team sport, “It has been in- 
spiring watching people at 
such a young age participating 
in something that they have 
never done before and see- 
ing the excitement and confi- 
dence that playing as part of a 


Students, Faculty Remember 


By Shannon Moore 
Features Editor 


Tom Fergus, a St. Mi- 
chael’s senior who lost his 
father on Sept.l1, said, “Ev- 
ery year I go about my nor- 
mal day as well as spend time 
with my family. We want to 
remember my Dad’s life and 
do something that he enjoyed 
doing.” He went on to say that 
media can have a strong im- 
pact on those who don’t wish 
to remember loved ones from 
the images that are depicted 
on the screens. “Every year 
we get the phone calls to do 
interviews, and watching the 
replay of the video of that day 


is the hardest part,’ Fergus 
said. 

A Saint Michael’s stu- 
dent, who asked not to be 
named, lost someone very 
close to her and chooses to 
remember what she learned 
from that special person by 
spreading her memory, “Ev- 
ery year on Sept. 11 I go to the 
pool and swim laps. She was 
the one who got me interested 
in swimming and it has be- 
come such a huge part of my 
life, I spent four years of high 
school under her picture.” 

Chad Ahern 799, M 712, 
donor relations officer at St. 
Michael’s, also has a special 
connection to Sept. 11 be- 


cause his father is an airline 
pilot and his step mother was 
a flight attendant. “Every 
year I tape a timeline of the 
events to my office door. The 
timeline includes the names 
of all of the pilots and flight 
attendants to make sure their 
names get remembered.” 
Ahern said, “If I ever get 
the chance to visit New York 
again I want to go to Ground 
Zero to see the names of the 
three St. Michael’s grads as 
well as the names of all the pi- 
lots, I was a history major so | 
put a lot of emotional context 
around memorials.” 


team has given them,” Besio 
said. 

“We provide athletes with 
the means to follow their pas- 
sion,’ Standen said. “We also 
do educational elements to 
build awareness about dis- 
abled athletes. We focus on 
what people can do rather 
than focusing on their limita- 
tions.” 

Charlotte Bathalon, an 
NDAA board member cred- 
its the NDAA with saving 
her life. “Pre-paralysis I rode 
horses professionally so I was 
always outside and led a very 
physical lifestyle,’ Bathalon 
said. “I could not imagine 
my life without some amount 
of physical activity and I 
wasn’t going to let my injury 
stop me. The first winter I 
was home from rehab, I was 
cross country skiing with the 
NDAA. It really helped me to 
realize that I can continue to 
live a regular life, just sitting 
down.” 

A small grant program 
runs the NDAA allowing 
them to offer equipment for 
the athletes to use. The spe- 
cial equipment used by dis- 
abled athletes is inordinately 
expensive because it’s often 
custom made. 


“You simply can’t afford 
that if your child has a dis- 
ability and insurance doesn’t 
support it’. Standen said. 
“We purchase equipment and 
make it available on a sliding 
scale fee so people can afford 
it or we will help people find 
funding to purchase their own 
equipment.” 

NDAA does not get 
federal or state aid, all their 
money comes from private 
donations. They run on a pay- 
as-you-play type of attitude. 
Athletes will pay a nominal 
fee which aids in paying for 
things such as ice time, and 
scholarships are also offered 
for those who cannot afford it. 

Athletes range in age 
from four or five up to 75 
years old. 

“The main thing that I 
would want people to learn 
from the NDAA is that there 
is a large group of people with 
physical disabilities out there 
who are doing the same things 
that able-bodied people are 
doing,” Besio said. “Just be- 
cause you have a physical dis- 
ability, it does not mean that 
you cannot go out and live an 
active normal life.” 


Connections to 9/11 





Saint Michael the Archangel is in memory of the three St..Michael’s 
alumni who lost their lives in the Sept. 11 attacks. 





Fall Sports Pre 


Women’s Soccer 


This year’s squad consists of 


an almost fifty-fifty split between 
returners and first-years. 

“The team is very young,” 
senior Kelly O’Brien said. “We’re 
actually asking a lot of the fresh- 
men.” 

Women’s soccer goes against 
the grain by not electing captains 
and expecting all team members 
to rise to the occasion as neces- 
sary. O’Brien said that this year 
the team is a lot closer than in the 
past. 

“Honestly we might be dread- 
ing going to practice, but being 
able to see each other makes it that 
much better,” she continued. 

Senior Natalie Zimmer main- 
tains that the team is extraordi- 
narily close, particularly after 
“a bonding experience at Camp 
Windridge” in Roxbury, Vt. dur- 
ing pre-season. 


In addition to 


team chemistry, the team has put 
emphasis on possession drills and 
an ACL prevention program. 

“Our coaching staff and 
athletic training staff have put 
together an ACL prevention pro- 
gram that we complete weekly,” 
Zimmer said in a recent email. 
“We have had multiple players 
tear their ACLs in the past and 
it is extremely beneficial to the 
learning strengthening and proper 
technique.” 

Coming off two non-confer- 
ence games in early September, 
the women’s soccer team is hun- 
grier than ever. 

“It’s a very tough league,” 
O’Brien said. “Ranking doesn’t 
really matter. Every game is going 
to be a battle no matter who it is.” 


Men's soccer preview - page 16 








| 2011 End of Season Ranking: 12th 
NE-10 Pre-Season Coaches’ Poll Ranking: 13th 
Overall Record (as of Sept. 8 0-2-1 . 
"Head Coach: Marcel Choquette 
Captains: None : 
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2011 End of Season Ranking: 3rd 
NE-10 Pre-Season Coaches’ Poll Ranking: 6th 
Head Coach: Molly Peters 


Captains: Jennifer Labrenz, Andi Nelson 
Athlete to Watch: Chloe Boutelle ‘15 
UVM Vermont Invitational Team Result: 3rd 


Women’ s Volleyball 
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2011 End of Season Ranking: 12th 
| NE-10 Pre-Season Coaches’ Poll Ranking: 14th 
| Overall Record (as of Sept. 9):3-1 a. 
| Head Coach: Andy Mink eae 
| Captains: Tracy ese) Katie Welsh cee 
Athletes to Watch: Katie Walsh "13, Court Dur 
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SPORTS 





The women’s soccer team runs drills on the Doc Jacobs field on Sept. 4. 


The women’s cross-country 
team consists of 26 athletes, all 


_ of whom will compete in races 


this season. While there may be 
26 Purple Knights running the 
five kilometer race, only five 
athletes score for the team at 
each competition. The North- 


_ east-10 Conference Champion- 
_ ship only allows 14 athletes to 
- compete and only seven athletes 


will compete at the NCAA Re- 


- gional qualifying meet. 


Se 









ie 








“We never really compete 
against each other,” said senior 


The volleyball team may 
play in the gym, but that did 
not stop head coach Andy Mink 
from taking the team out of their 
element and training them on 
grass and sand this pre-season. 
With six new faces on the roster 
—two of whom are over 6 feet 
tall— Mink put an emphasis on 
team chemistry and feels that the 
team is as strong, if not stronger, 
than last year. 


Andi Nelson. “We push each 
other.” 

Senior Jennifer Labrenz 
agreed, adding, “Whenever 
we're passing each other on in- 
tervals, we’re like, ‘You can 
make it up this hill’ and not 
“Yes, yes, I’m passing her.’” 

Coach Molly Peters at- 
tributes the team’s new found 
speed to training the athletes did 
last spring and over the summer. 
The team’s strength lies in its 
numbers. 

“T think that they push each 


Senior Tracy Peterka added 
that the team finds strength in 
its starting line-up, which con- 
sists of returning players and a 
new technique for serve-receive 
implemented by assistant coach 
Steve Laubeneberg. The volley- 
ball team has also had to combat 
various injuries, forcing players 
to change positions on the court. 
Mink said that one of their big- 
gest challenges heading into the 
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other,” Peters said. “Because 
the team is so big, everyone has 
someone to run with.” 

The head coach also focuses 
on good warm-ups and cool- 
downs, as well as non-running 
workouts that include time in 
the weight room and in the pool. 
Coming off a third place finish 
at NE-10 Championships last 
spring, St. Michael’s can look 
forward to a fast year from the 
team. 


season will be finishing games 
as strongly as they start them. 
Fans should know that this is a 
fast paced game is not your high 
school physical education class. 

“We’re ready to kick ass,” 
Peterka said. “I think this is go- 
ing to be one of the best seasons 
that we’ve ever had.” 
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Vien’s Golf 


This season’s golf team in- 
cludes eight athletes, seven of 
whom are upperclassman. Se- 
jor Nick Angelo said that the 
experience of these athletes can 
nly help them. The team plays 
ne holes three days a week 
and practices five days a week, 
which includes time at the driv- 


hard to constantly work on them 
all and perform your best,” said 
senior Dylan Lavallee. 

The team can play five ath- 
letes at each tournament and the 
four best scores over the 18-hole 
match are included in the team 
score. The players practice at 
Vermont National Country Club, 


ig range. but this season tournaments will 
“There are so many differ- _ primarily be out of state and their 
ent aspects and parts of it thatit’s sights are set on NCAA Regional 


Men’s Cross-Country 


_Men’s cross-country is rela- 
inexperienced because 
nearly half of the runners are 
rst-time members. To train, se- 
ior Pat Smith said they do bare- 
ot running on the Doc Jacobs 
ield “as injury prevention and 
9 work on proper form.” Senior 
Colin Delaney added that Coach 
e Connelly incorporates core 
id strength training into their 
orkouts. 
&. Men’s cross-country ath- 


letes run eight kilometers in their 
Northeast-10 Conference races 
and go an addition two kilome- 
ters in the NE-10 Championships 
and NCAA Regional Champion- 
ships. Delaney said he has seen 
athletes run the eight kilometer 
race in under 24 minutes. 

_ “Twenty-four to 25 will be a 
winning time at a top-tier event,” 
Delaney said. “More races that 
we are running during the sea- 
son, the winning times will be 26 


Field Hockey 


This team is fairly young, 
consisting largely of first-years 
and sophomores, but this pre- 
eason the team put in the hours 

zet it up to speed. Coach Carla 
esler has the women working 
ith a new strength coach and 
spent their pre-season pre- 
ing the basics of the game. 
uring a game, each team has 11 
layers on the field, giving Hes- 
t 13 players with fresh legs to 


substitute in when necessary. 

Hesler said that in the Dou- 
bleTree Fall Classic on Sept. 1 
and 2, up to 19 of the players saw 
field time. The team lost both 
games in the tournament against 
Pennsylvania schools, Mansfield 
University and Shippensberg 
University. 

“We have a lot of close 
games, a lot of the time we go 
into overtime,’ senior Julia 


ts 


Field hockey grabbed a 3-2 victory over Adelphi University on Sunday under sunny skies and on their home turf. 


SPORTS 


Championships. 

“Last year we had one of 
the best seasons ever and barely 
missed making the NCAA divi- 
sion II tournament,’ Lavallee 
said. “This year, I believe we can 
improve on that and make that 
tournament this year.” 





2011 End of Season Ranking: 6th 
_-NE-L0 Pre-Season Coaches’ Poll Ranking: 11th 
Head Coach: Lou DiMasi III 
Captain: Nick Angelo 





















give or take a minute. It depends 
on the course.” = 

At the St. Michael’s Invita- e 
tional last year, the fastest time | 
for a Purple Knight was a 28:13. 
The winning time for the meet 
was just over 26 minutes. At the 
end of the season, the team sat in | 
11th place in the NE-10 and a pre- | ~ 
season coaches’ poll predicted a |- 
13th place finish for this season. 
Cross-country has a long road to 
the top of the NE-10. 


2011 End of Season Ranking: 11th 
- ae Pre-Season Coaches’ Poll Ranking: 13th 








2 : _ Head Coach: Joe Connelly 

Captains: Colin Delaney, Dana Glubiak, Pat Smith 

A letes to Watch: Pete McKenna 15, Alex Gilgore "15, Jack 
Loomis ‘16 a 

Ga Vermont Invitational Team Result: 3rd 








Heald said. She continued to say 
the team needs one extra push to 
get through overtime when talk- 
ing about challenges the team 
faces this season. 

“It has a lot to do with the 
team heart,” Heald said. 


: 2011 End ot Season Ranking: 9th 

NE 40 Pre-Season Coaches’ Poll Ranking: 8th 
Overall Record (as of Sept. 9): 1-4-0 
Head Coach: Carla Hesler 

ins: Julia Heald, Hali Roy 


e senior class, particularly Hali Roy and 
en who lead the cstensive line. 
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Dean Ellinwood meets with Rick Riani, district manager for Sodexo, in her office on Thursday. 


Ellinwood Plans to Build on Samara’s Success 


By Chris Moskal 
Photo Editor 


Vice president for student 
affairs and dean of students is 
an extremely involved posi- 
tion. Whoever holds the title 
works closely with students 
and staff in a variety of de- 
partments. And for the first 
time in 35 years at St. Mi- 
chael’s, that job belongs to a 
new person. 

Dawn Ellinwood comes 
to Saint Michael’s to take over 
for Michael Samara, who pre- 
viously held the position at the 
college. 

Ellinwood comes. with 
much passion for her job. She 
says her role is to make the 
college experience the best it 
can be for every student. 

“That’s what I love about 
my job,’ Ellinwood - said. 
“Getting to know different 
people and figuring it out. All 
right, how do we support you? 
You tell me what you need, 
and this is what I can do.” 

Bringing with her a 
wealth of experience, Ellin- 
wood has worked at a number 
of New England colleges dur- 
ing her career. She served as 
a residence director at North- 


eastern University, Clark Uni- 
versity, and the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst. 
After a stint as an area direc- 
tor at UMass Amherst, Ellin- 
wood became vice president 
for student affairs and dean 
of students at Elms College in 
Chicopee, Mass. 

Eileen Kirk, assistant di- 
rector of campus ministry at 
Elms College, worked closely 
with Ellinwood during her 
time at Elms. Ellinwood was 
a direct supervisor of Kirk’s 
residence staff. 

“Dawn was highly re- 
spected at the college. She did 
much to pull together the resi- 
dence life staff and the stu- 
dent affairs staff?’ Kirk said. 
“She was great at empower- 
ing both students and her staff 
to be true leaders.” 

After 12 years at Elms, 
Ellinwood moved to Hamp- 
shire College where she took 
over as dean of students and 
chief student affairs officer, 
the job she held before com- 
ing to St. Michael’s. Closing 
on a house in Williston at 
the end of September, Ellin- 
wood comes to Vermont with 
her husband and 7-year-old 
daughter Grace. 


As dean of students, EI- 
linwood supervises a number 
of different departments on 
campus, including residence 
life, health services, athletics 
and public safety. 

“T oversee all of the ser- 
vices outside the classroom 
that support a student being 
here,” Ellinwood said. 

Despite the countless 
aspects associated with the 
job, many students see Ellin- 
wood’s position as the person 
students may end up having 
to go through when they get 
in trouble. In reality, this is a 
very small part of Ellinwood’s 
role, she said. 

“Tt’s my least favorite part 
of the job, but probably the 
most education happens in 
those meetings,” Ellinwood 
said. 

Ellinwood takes a dia- 
logue-centered approach to 
dealing with such disciplinary 
encounters with students. 

“No decision should be 
made before the student sits 
in front of you. Because you 
need to hear the student’s side 
of the story,” Ellinwood said. 

One issue Ellinwood is 
aware of is the alcohol con- 
sumption on campus. “There’s 


lots of drinking that happens 
on this campus,” Ellinwood 
said. “There’s a culture here. 
That’s concerning to me, I'll 
be honest.” 

In a speech before the 
first-year class at new student 
orientation, Ellinwood said 
she’s good at her job because 
she broke the rules in college. 
She said the important step 
she took next was taking re- 
sponsibility for her actions 
and learning from them. 

Growing up in Cranston, 
R.I. and with the accent to 
prove it, Ellinwood attended 
Rhode Island College but 
transferred when she realized 
nursing wasn’t for her. She 
got her undergraduate degree 
from Northeastern University 
and continued her education 
there to get two masters de- 
grees in public administration 
and education. After that, El- 
linwood got her doctoral de- 
gree in educational leadership 
from the School of Education 
at UMass Amherst. 

As dean of students, EI- 
linwood works closely with 
the four assistant deans of 
students of the college: Lou 
DiMasi, Grace Kelly, Megan 
Ohler, and Moise St. Louis. 
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Ellinwood brings a “dif- 
ferent lens to look at things 
through,” Kelly said. “She’s 
a refreshing, new twist on 
things.” 

“{She is] a tremendous 
replacement for a tremendous 
guy that left, and she’s come 
in hitting the ground run- 
ning,” DiMasi said. 

Ellinwood is adamant 
about the fact that she is part 
of a team and speaks highly of 
those she works with. 

“It’s a phenomenal staff 
that cares so deeply,” Ellin- 
wood said. “You can’t buy 
that.” 

Ellinwood also has a lot 
of respect for Samara, her pre- 
decessor. She acknowledges 
the great work he did for the 
school and plans to build upon 
his successes. 

“Samara developed the 
foundation for a lot of stu- 
dent affairs at St. Michael’s 
College,’ DiMasi said. “And 
I think Dawn now will come 
in and take that foundation 
and build offshoots in ways 
that we maybe haven’t even 
thought of.” 
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Deafening Silence from Candidates 


Presidential candidates won't talk about the summer's biggest issue: gun control 


There is a shirt that defines 
Vermont so well that every read- 
er has probably seen it on Face- 
book or Twitter several times. It 
reads “Vermont: What happens 
here stays here. But nothing ever 
really happens.” The saying re- 
flects the boredom that is the 
enemy of teenagers and college 
students, while indirectly talk- 
ing about how safe the state is to 
live in. 

As comforting as the phrase 
is for Vermonters, the rest of the 
country doesn’t seem concerned 
with making the country safer. 
After a summer filled with a 
seemingly endless string of mass 
shootings, the country will shift 
its attention to the presidential 
race where neither candidate 


is likely to address gun control 
for fear of alienating potential 
voters. Instead, candidates Mitt 
Romney and Barack Obama will 
go back and forth about health 
care and the economy. While 
they are important issues, they 
pale in comparison to the impor- 
tance of maintaining a safe envi- 
ronment. 

After each shooting, politi- 
cians and citizens alike grieve 
with the families sometimes go- 
ing as far as visiting to offer con- 
dolences. 

But nothing changes. 

Obama spoke about using 
the “existing law” to solve the 
gun issue. Romney, who did ban 
assault weapons during his time 
as governor of Massachusetts, 


The True Student Voice 
of St. Michael’s is Yours 


The Defender is your paper 
in every possible way. The slo- 
gan “The Student Voice of St. 
Michael’s College” doesn’t just 
include the nine staff members 
this semester. If you are read- 
ing this, then you are part of the 
voice of St. Michael’s College. 

Students, faculty and com- 
munity members all contribute 
to the community which we all 
enjoy on a daily basis. With that 
being said, it is everyone’s re- 
sponsibility to keep a lively com- 
munity through The Defender. 

Don’t let the Defender staff 
be the lone representatives of a 
campus of more than 2,000 stu- 
dents. 

The benefits of writing for 
the paper are endless. People 
find out who you are when they 
see your name and picture in the 
paper. Maybe even that good 
looking guy or girl in your biol- 
ogy class. Professors learn that 


you are engaged outside of the 
classroom. Your parents might 
stop hassling you to get in- 
volved. Also, and perhaps most 
importantly, it is yet another ad- 
dition to your resume when you 
hit the job market in the coming 
years, or for the seniors the com- 
ing months. 

As much as writing for the 
paper does for you, it does much 
more for the readers. A strong 
column can provoke thought on 
campus and lead to changes be- 
ing enacted. An album review 
can expose someone to new 
kinds of music. The administra- 
tion can find out what is working 
and what needs to be improved. 

Sure, finding the time to 
write between homework and 
beers can be tough, but the re- 
wards for yourself and the com- 
munity are well worth it. 


- The Defender Staff 
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has changed his views so dras- 
tically. that he will not seek out 
new laws to restrict guns. 

The St. Michael’s commu- 
nity was nearly on the receiving 
end of two shootings. One stu- 
dent spent five weeks at Texas 
A&M this summer. Two-and- 
a-half weeks later three people 
were shot and killed. 

The editor of this paper 
spent the city in New York City 
working on 23rd Street. Occa- 
sionally he would walk from the 
Bryant Park subway station on 
42nd Street past the Empire State 
Building on his way to work in 
the morning. Three weeks after 
his internship concluded, two 
people were killed and nine more 
shot on the same route he walked 


As the editorial staff of The 
Defender, we strive to accurately, 
professionally and ethically report 
the news affecting the lives of 
students and our community. 


and the same time he walked it. 

The answer to gun control is 
a complicated matter, but if poli- 
ticians refuse to discuss it then 
shootings will become a normal, 
everyday occurrence. As in- 
triguing as the plot of the show 
is, America doesn’t want to live 
in a world where Breaking Bad 
is safer than real life, do we? 

The shirt that brings laugh- 
ter and ease to many also high- 
lights the issues in the country. 
Maybe “nothing ever really 
happens” here, but Vermonters 
aren’t nearly as isolated from the 
rest of the country as they might 
like to think. 


- Paul Palladino 
Executive Editor 
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Lessons Learned Through Activism 


By Patrick Cope 
Columns Editor 


s a journalist, I had 
thought it was my 
duty to be objective 


in my work and to always pres- 
ent multiple sides to any subject 
I report on. However, through- 
out college, I have learned that 
while it is good to be unbiased, 
the truth must always be told. 
Knowing this, I firmly believe 
that activism and awareness 
are essential to the life of every 
journalist as they should be with 
everyone. 

I came to understand this 
over the summer when I went 
back home and I found a job 
working for the New York Pub- 
lic Interest Research Group 
(NYPIRG). For 39 years, NYP- 
IRG has been one of the largest 
and most effective environmen- 
tal and consumer advocacy or- 
ganizations in the state fighting 
for the environment, consumer 
health, local government re- 
form, and issues related to stu- 
dents. 

This summer, our primary 


focus was on the environmen- 
tally-related: the fight against 
high-volume horizontal hydrau- 
lic fracturing, more commonly 
known as “hydrofracking.” Hy- 
drofracking is a process of ob- 
taining natural gas that involves 
drilling into the ground along 
formations of shale which pro- 
tect pockets of natural gas un- 
derneath them. 

Upon drilling underground, 
gas companies will pump two to 
nine million gallons of freshwa- 
ter into the ground to fracture 
these shale formations and ob- 
tain the gas below. Once the gas 
is brought back up, however, this 
fluid used in the process is con- 
taminated with harmful chemi- 
cals from the ground, such as 
arsenic, barium, manganese and 
sodium, as well as heavy metals 
and radioactive elements. 

Groundwater contamina- 
tion is usually a problem associ- 
ated with fracking because these 
drilling operations occur near 
underground water tables that 
are susceptible to contamina- 
tion as methane and other gases 
are prone to escape the under- 


ground wells and leak into the 
water. States such as Pennsylva- 
nia, Wyoming, Texas, and North 
Dakota have already seen the 
effects of this drilling as their 
water has been contaminated. 
Their air has been polluted and 
their infrastructure wreaked 
havoc upon due to increased 
diesel truck traffic. Sounds un- 
pleasant enough. So, one would 


think it wouldn’t be so hard to 


We wanted to show 
our government that 
the people of New 
York State wanted 
their water and air 
kept clean. 9 


ban, right? 

Well that was, ultimately, 
the goal of the NYPIRG and 
other environmental groups in 
New York State; we wanted to 
show our government that the 
people of New York State want- 
ed their water and air kept clean. 


My job at the NYPIRG, like 
many, was to spread awareness 
and gain support on this issue 
through door to-door canvass- 
ing. The prospect of talking to 
20 to 30 random strangers for 
five hours a day (six days a week) 
seemed a little off-putting at first 
but, as a journalist, it was obvi- 
ously something I was going to 
have to get used to. The people 
I would meet would, more often 
than not, agree with us and we 
had to ensure that their voices 
were heard. Through contribu- 
tions from citizens, student lob- 
byists in Albany, and strongly 
worded letters and phone calls 
to our politicians we pushed for 
our governor, Andrew Cuomo, 
to say no to this practice. 

His response? A blind eye, 
for the most part. He stayed rela- 
tively mute on the issue for the 
entirety of the summer, dodg- 
ing any question about it in in- 
terviews and ignoring research 
done by scientists who had not 
been bought by gas companies. 
The only response came in June 
when it was leaked to the press 
from his office that he wished to 


allow it in a select few counties 
in New York. I say “leaked,” as 
if it were done against Cuomo’s 
will, which it wasn’t, but he 
would still not take responsibil- 
ity for his own words. 

We fought to rally the com- 
munity against this practice and 
it still remains to be seen how it 
will turn out. The decision rests 
with the governor. 

In spite of all that, I still 
enjoyed my job because I al- 
ways told the truth whenever 
I canvassed. Everything the 
NYPIRG stood for was backed 
by not only scientific research, 
but with a commitment to social 
justice and providing a voice 
for the people in a state govern- 
ment that sometimes has to be 
reminded of what it means to 
serve the people of their state. 


Patrick Cope is a junior 
media studies major. Contact 
him with comments or columns 
at pcope@mail.smcvt.edu. 





Events for September 9-September 16 





Thursday, Sept. 13: SMC 
Film Series Presents- Rushmore 
(1998). Introduction by English 
professor TIm Mackin. 8 p.m. to 10 
p.m. 


Friday, Sept. 14: MOVE Silent 
Auction. Gift certificates, ceram- 
ics, and specialty items available, 


proceeds go towards local programs. . 


Friday/Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sun- 
day from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 


Thursday, Sept. 13: Jukebox 
the Ghost with Computer Magic 

and The Demos. Tickets: $10 in ad- 
vance, $12 night of the show. Show 


starts at 7:30 (doors open at 7). 


Friday Sept. 14: Grand Point 
North feat. Grace Potter and the 
Nocturnals. Also featuring Dr. 
Dog, Tooth Ache, The Savoir Faire. 
Tickets: $45, Show starts at 4 p.m. 


Saturday, Sept. 15: Interna- 
tional Coastal Cleanup Day. Join 
the Rozalia Project at Lake Cham- 
plain Community Sailing Center 
cleaning marine debris for ICC 
Day. 10 a.m.-noon. 234 Penny Lane 
South Burlington, VT. 


Sunday, Sept. 16: Shelburne 
Museum Goes to the Dogs! Shel- 
burne Museum/Petfood Ware- 
house’s Annual dog show featuring 
demonstrations of dance, agility, 
and a costume contest. 10a.m.-5 
p.m., Shelburne Museum. 


Friday, Sept. 14-Sun- 


day, Sept.16: Homecom- 
ing/Alumni Weekend 


Friday, Sept. 14: Grand 
opening of the new Varsity 
weight room, Ross Sports Cen- 
ter. 4:00 p.m. 


Friday, Sept. 14: Athletic 
Hall of Fame Induction Cer- 
emony. Inductees include Fr. 





Have something you want to say or an event to promote? Submit columns or calendar events to pcope@mail.smcvt.edu 
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The Problems with Rape Culture 


By Gracie Barney 
Guest Columnist 


y favorite shirt to 
go out in is my 
neon green chee- 


tah print crop-top, which shows 
off my stomach. I like to wear 
it with my $48 dollar Victoria’s 
Secret push-up bra that makes 
my breasts look great. I usually 
pair it with my favorite blue jean 
shorts. Naturally, I’m asking to 
be raped. 

Rape has been a hot topic 
recently, with the incredibly ig- 
norant Todd Akin trying to de- 
fine the legitimacy of rape. 

“Tf it’s a legitimate rape, the 
female body has ways of shut- 
ting that whole thing down,” he 
claimed. 

I don’t know what is scarier 
the fact that he said this or that 
he believes it. I think President 
Obama said it best when he said 
“Rape is rape, and the idea that 
we should be parsing and quali- 
fying and slicing what types of 
rape we are talking about doesn’t 
make sense to the American 
people and certainly doesn’t 
make sense to me. So what I 


think these comments do under- 
score is why we shouldn’t have 
a bunch of politicians, a major- 
ity of whom are men, making 
health care decisions on behalf 
of women.” When I heard about 
this I began thinking about the 
growing issues with rape culture 
in our society. 

I’ve realized, like other 
women, that we live in a culture 
where women are blamed for be- 
ing raped. Following a woman’s 
rape the immediate questions 
are: Was she alone? Was she in 
a short skirt? Was she drinking? 
As if any of these questions, no 
matter what the answers, excuse 
the act of rape. 

We tell women, “Don’t get 
raped.” Women are given tips 
to avoid rape like “dress more 
conservatively” and “don’t drink 
as much or at all.” Why should I 
change my behavior? Telling me 
to change my behavior in order 
to make it harder for someone 
to rape implies that I am doing 
something wrong. This is one 
of the many problems with rape 
culture. 

Our instinct as a society is to 


place blame on the victim rather 
than the perpetrator. By blam- 
ing the victim it is promoting the 
idea that rape is inevitable. Rape 
isn’t an inevitable act; in fact it is 
something completely avoidable. 
Every two minutes a woman is 
sexually assaulted in the United 
States, and 97% of rapists will 
never spend a day in jail. Know- 
ing this makes me think it is 
awfully tragic to be a woman in 
today’s world. 

Women are encouraged to 
take self-defense classes or carry 
mace. How about encouraging 
men to take “Don’t Rape” class- 
es or carry a “no means no” sign 
just as a reminder? 

One of my friends was at- 
tacked in high school. She was 
attacked three rooms away from 
a crowded room . She was wear- 
ing a Hanes white v-neck t-shirt 
and grey athletic sweatpants. 
She had consumed one beer with 
family and friends. 

Was her clothing too reveal- 
ing? No. Was she alone? No. 
Had she drank too much? No. 
Was she asking to be assaulted? 
No. The truth is nothing she had 


been doing was wrong or the 
problem. The problem was her 
attacker thought he had a right, 
a reason, to attack her. 

Her behavior did not war- 
rant changing. Her attacker’s 
did. I believe instead of encour- 
aging women to change their 
behavior, men should. Men, 
don’t walk alone; if you are with 
a buddy, you'll be less likely to 
rape someone. Limit your drink- 
ing; if you drink less you won’t 
rape. Watch your outfit choices; 
you wouldn’t want to project the 
image of “asking for it.” 

The problem with rape cul- 
ture, besides everything, is the 
lack of accountability and blame 
on the rapists. 


Gracie Barney is a junior 
media studies major. You 
can contact her at gbar- 
ney@mail.smcvt.edu 


Blessed Are the Peacemakers 


By Ron Jacobs 
Guest Columnist 


ince the horror of 
World War II, the 
Catholic hierarchy 


has become very vocal against 
war. The genocidal nature of 
modern warfare and the contin- 
ued pursuit of more murderous 
weaponry to conduct such wars 
have been criticized repeatedly 
by the bishops. 

Indeed, on October 4, 1965 
Pope Paul VI told the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly: “No more war, 
war never again. If you wish to 
be brothers, let the weapons fall 
from your hands. One cannot 
love with offensive weapons in 
his hands. Those weapons, espe- 
cially the terrible weapons that 
modern science has given you, 
long before they produce victims 
and ruins, cause bad dreams, 
foster bad feelings, create night- 
mares, distrust and somber re- 
solves. They demand enormous 


expenditures, they obstruct 
projects of solidarity and useful 
work, and they falsify the very 
psychology of peoples.” 

Yet, war has not stopped. 
Indeed, it has become more dev- 
astating. Instead of diplomacy 
and negotiation, it seems the 
force of arms is often considered 
a first resort. This is especially 
the case among the most power- 
ful nations. Furthermore, the 
ever growing cost of preparing 
for these wars is directly and 
indirectly impoverishing the 
world. Yet, weapons continue to 
be built and wars continue to be 
waged. 

The majority of those weap- 
ons are built by U.S. corpora- 
tions. These corporations sell 
their product throughout the 
world. U.S.-made weapons feed 
all too many conflicts, bol- 
ster many regimes, and siphon 
much-needed funds from edu- 
cation, housing and other social 
services. One does not need to 


look further than our own nation 
to see the effects of an economy 
based on war and preparing for 
war. The war industry thrives 
while millions go without health 
care and social services shrink 
with every new national budget. 
War machines like the F-35 
fighter plane are a singular ex- 
ample of how this dynamic 
works. Its estimated lifetime 
cost is anywhere from $600 mil- 
lion to $1 billion per plane. Its 
primary role is the delivery of 
missiles and bombs, including 
those now being manufactured 
as part of an upgrade to the 
U.S. nuclear arsenal. In recent 
months a debate over station- 
ing this plane in the Burlington 
area has heated up. Proponents 
frame their support in terms of 
jobs and support for the military 
while opponents decry the noise 
these planes will make and ques- 
tion the dependency on the war 
economy they signify. 
St. Michael’s College is a Catho- 


lic institution and considers part 
of its mission is to teach Catholic 
values. This should mean op- 
posing war and the preparation 
for war, including the develop- 
ment of weapons required for 
war. However, during a public 
hearing regarding the station- 
ing of the F-35s near the col- 
lege, a spokesman for the college 
president’s office supported the 
move. 

While it may be too much to 
expect the college to officially 
oppose moving these machines 
of death to our neighborhood, 
the fact that this spokesperson 
voiced positive support seems 
contrary to not only the teach- 
ings of the Catholic Church re- 
garding modern warfare, but 
also those of the Prince of Peace. 


Ron Jacobs is the circula- 
tion senior specialist at the Du- 
rick Library. You can contact 
him at rjacobs2@smcvt.edu 


Rap in 
Review 


Kanye West, Big Sean & 
Jay-Z - Clique 

On the fifth song from the 
upcoming G.O.0.D. Music 
album Cruel Summer, the 
crew scores another hit. Over 
Hit-Boy production that 
features opera singers and 
huge drums, the trio rhyme 
about why their better than 
everyone else. Kanye even 
raps about his girlfriend Kim 
Kardashian’s sex tape. “My 
girl a superstar all from a 
home movie,” he spits. That’s 
enough to make it the song of 
the week. 


Big Sean featuring French 
Montana - Mula 

It might technically be Big 
Sean’s, but this song is all 
about French on the menacing 
Young Chop-produced beat. 
Rapping all about money, he 
opens his verse with “Ain’t 
nothin’ more important than 
the mula/Diamond rings, 
hundred chains, Slick Rick 
the ruler!” Also, remember 
that, “Mula ain’t everything, 
homey it’s the only thing.” 


Lil Wayne featuring J. Cole 
- Green Ranger 
On this Dedication 4 stand- 
out, J. Cole brings his A-game 
shouting out everyone from 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee to Mark 
Madsen and Spider Man to 
the Green Ranger. Wayne 
“didn’t even like this beat” 
but still had a great line in 
“44 on my waist, Rick Ross 
jeans.” Who doesn’t love 
a Rick Ross fat joke? On a 
related note, is Wayne about 
to make a comeback? His 
rhymes on D4 were sharper 
than any of his in recent 
memory. 


Big Sean - Once Shy, Twice 
Bitten 

While many only know him 
for “A$$,” here Sean shows 
a reflective side over another 
great beat from Hit-Boy. Sean 
had a great week putting out 
his Detroit mixtape leaving 
fans anxious for his untitled 


sophomore album scheduled — 


for the end of the year, 
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AP Photo 


Former Los Angeles Clippers guard Nick Young slashes to the hoop against the Memphis Grizzlies in the 
2012 NBA Playoffs. In the off-season, he signed with the Philadelphia 76ers. 


By Paul Palladino 
Executive Editor 


After helping Chris Paul, 
Blake Griffin and the Los 
Angeles Clippers advance in 
the playoffs, NBA guard Nick 
Young signed with the Philadel- 


phia 76ers. Swagy P, as he calls 
himself, gained popularity for 
his three-point shooting, exclu- 
sive sneaker collection and his 
unique sense of style. He gave 
us some tips and pointers for col- 
lege students over the summer. 
And he might have promised a 


championship, too. 

What advice do you have 
for student-athletes on balanc- 
ing school work and sport com- 
mitments? 

That’s a given. You’ve got 
to take the school part seriously. 
I’ve seen people get ineligible 
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and you don’t want to miss the 
season and stuff. That’s how you 
can get forgot about a little bit. 
You’ve got to take advantage of 
the sports most definitely and 
study halls and all that. You 
know, I hated it. I hated going 
to study hall every day after 
practice and you want to just go 
home and relax, but all that stuff 
counts really. 


What are some fashion 
tips for the college students? 

Don’t try hard in college. 
You don’t really have to try too 
hard in college. I used to just 
show up with ‘SC logos and 
shorts. College: you just got to 
enjoy it because after college it’s 
just life really. (Laughs) You just 
have fun really. 


Going back to your days at 
USC, what makes a great col- 
lege party? 

Water, yeah. (Laughs) 
Those were the days right there. 
Got to have a keg. Got to have 
beer bong that’s a given. The one 
we had had a basketball court out 
in front and we used to —I can’t 
tell all these stories. 


What’s your favorite col- 
lege memory that can be print- 
ed? 

There was a good time 
where I bought one of them — 
you know those motor scooters? 
I forgot my shoes for the game 
and I told my friend to bring my 
shoes. So he’s driving, being cool 
on the motor scooter in front of 
girls and stuff, but not knowing 
he rides over the “Do Not Back 
Up” strips. And he rode over, 
bust all my tires and I didn’t have 
no shoes for the game. I had to 
borrow shoes from one of my 
teammates. I had just bought it 
earlier that day. 


What is one thing that 
people don’t know about you 
that they should. 

I’m a passionate person. I 
might laugh and crack jokes all 
the time, but I take things seri- 
ously, too. That’s about it. We 
about to get it this year. Cham- 
pionship. Championship. 76ers. 
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Varsity Weight Room Set for Official Opening 


By Chris Elbag 
Sports Editor 


The construction in the 
quad may be a distraction for the 
coming year, but across campus 
stands a nearly completed proj- 
ect ready to transform the daily 
routines of both athletes and stu- 
dents, 

The St. Michael’s College 
Athletic Department will be 
unveiling its new varsity fitness 
center at 4 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 
14. The open house will wel- 
come all students, faculty and 
alumni from the St. Michael’s 
community to scope out the fa- 
cility and check out some of the 
machines in the newly renovated 
area. 

The facility is located on 
the second floor of the Ross 
Sports Center overlooking the 
hardwood that the basketball 
and volleyball teams compete 
on. According to a recent press 
release from the athletic depart- 
ment on Aug. 20, the area comes 
equipped with multiple power 
racks, platforms, utility bench- 
es and stationary bikes. Even 
though the open house will be 
happening later this month, the 
varsity fitness center is currently 
open to athletes on a limited ba- 
sis. 

Megan Dulude, assistant di- 


_ rector of athletics, explains that 


the department is in the process 
of working out some of the early 
scheduling conflicts between 


coaches and players. 

“We're still working on 
open hours to try and staff the 
area between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
where a lot of the time students 
have class so they can’t come in 
as a team,” Dulude said. “We’re 
hoping a lot of our full-time staff 
will take little chunks where 
they’re up there even if it’s not 
with players from their team.” 

Dulude envisions the var- 
sity weight room as a powerful 
tool for recruiting future ath- 
letes. Dulude also believes that 
the varsity fitness center puts St. 
Michael’s on the same echelon 
with the rest of the Northeast-10. 

“We struggle with different 
aspects of recruiting and I think 
that this is going to be something 
that really puts us on the same 
level as all of our NE-10 peers,” 
Dulude said. “We did a lot of 
research beforehand to find out 
what other NE-10 schools have 
and this puts us up there with 
some of the best schools in the 
conference.” 

Senior Derek Knutty joined 
the men’s basketball team three 
years ago and realizes that the 
first step to a successful season 
is a focused preseason. 

“Having better facilities 
definitely makes it more conve- 
nient, but what it really comes 
down to is the hard work and 
dedication, which in the end will 
hopefully bring my team and 
myself the success that we de- 
serve,” Knutty said. 





Photo by Josh Kessler 


The new varsity weight room is located on the second floor of the Ross Sports Center. 


Knutty looks at the new fa- 
cility as a key component for the 
future of the St. Michael’s bas- 
ketball program and the athletic 
department as a whole. 

“T believe that it will be 
a great tool for coaches when 
showing our facilities to poten- 
tial recruits because it shows that 
we are serious about our athletic 
program,” Knutty said. 

The addition of the varsity 
weight room represents a great 


resource for the athletic teams, 
but the official opening of this 
facility will also benefit a major- 
ity of students who are mainly 
focusing on academics and gen- 
eral fitness. One of the most 
substantial gains of the varsity 
weight room will be the effect it 
will have on the original fitness 
center, which accommodated 
students, faculty and staff. 

Ann Dwyer, the coordina- 
tor of athletic facilities, believes 


the addition of the varsity weight 
room will benefit the student 
body significantly in the near 
future. 

“Tt’s kind of hard to tell be- 
cause it’s a little early still, but 
it alleviates having a full team 
in there all at once along with 
students and teachers,’ Dwyer 
said. “It has alleviated some of 
the pressure, but we won’t see 
a lot of it for another couple of 
weeks.” 


Women’s Rugby Learns from Country’s Elite 


United States national coaches, players visit and teach St. Michael's squad their techniques 


By Shannon Moore 
Features Editor 
On August 25 and 26, the 
Saint Michael’s Women’s Rugby 


_ Team participated in a full-day 


clinic with Candice Orsini and 


Kathleen Flores, two coaches 


from the United States National 
Rugby Team, along with some 
of their players. The two coaches 
who were the backbone of the 
clinic were members of the 1991 


_ Rugby World Cup Champion- 


ship team. 
The women acquired new 


skills as well as refreshed old 
ones. The coaches ran new drills 
and the Saint Michael’s rugby 
team had the opportunity to 
scrimmage with the Burlington 
Women’s Team. 

“It was great, the team got 
to see a different type of coach- 
ing and recognize more of what 
women can do and therefore 
strive for more themselves,” 
said St. Michael’s women’s head 
coach, Charles Cisco. 

Senior Social Secretary Me- 
lissa Mears agreed. 


“Although we’ve learned a 
lot from our coach, it was great 
to have a new perspective,” 
Mears said. 

After having a strong run 
last season towards nationals, a 
devastating loss against Ameri- 
can International College cost 


the team. their chance of quali- - 


fying. This year, the team is 
coming out strong and positive 
starting with a preseason vic- 
tory of 57-0 over Siena College 
on Sept. 1. 

“Tt will take us a couple of 


weeks to get our groove down 
and put into place what we 
learned especially new _ tech- 
niques, but we have three pre- 
season games so we can do that,” 
said women’s rugby president 
Amelie Jensen. “I believe we are 
going to have a very successful 
season using our skills and play- 
ing up our strengths.” 

“We are junior and senior 
heavy with a lot of experience 
and good depth at positions; 
we’ve learned a lot from pre- 
season and having the national 


coaches come, so now we can 
apply it on the field,’ Cisco said. 
“Also, all the new players know 
what they’re getting into and 
I’m seeing commitment in their 
eyes.” 

The women’s rugby team 
will continue its season-on Sept. 
iS: 

“T feel like we are going to 
do well, like we have in past sea- 
sons,” Mears said. We have new 
lessons and skills and are very 
capable of making it to nation- 
als.” 
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By Drew Prescott 
Online Editor 


After a disappointing show- 
ing in 2011, the St. Michael’s 
men’s soccer team has gotten off 
to an impressive start in 2012. 
In only four games, the varsity 
footballers have already scored 
more goals than they did all of 
last season, and haven’t allowed 
a single goal to be scored against 
them. 

So what’s the catalyst? The 
players will tell you it’s new 
head coach Wade Jean. Senior 
defenseman Nick Colangelo is 
impressed with the way Jean has 
resurrected the team since tak- 
ing over last June. 

“He’s definitely a good 
coach. He works very hard and 
expects the same from his play- 
ers. (Jean) had us run fitness 
drills after our last win — he’s 
tough, but it’s what this team 
needs.” Colangelo said. 

This is Jean’s second stint as 
head coach at St. Michael’s, hav- 
ing led the team to a winning re- 
cord in his previous two seasons 
at the helm. After coaching at 
St. Michael’s in 2006 and 2007, 
Jean has served on the UVM 
coaching staff the past four sea- 
sons. Although he did enjoy his 
time with the Catamounts, Jean 
was eager to once again have a 
program of his own. 

“I was hired as an associate 
coach at UVM and I enjoyed my 
time there but I really wanted to 
be in charge of my own team.” 
Jean said. “I had accepted a po- 
sition at Cortland, which is a 
fantastic Division 3 school, but 
when this opportunity arose it 
was tough to turn down. I was 
born and raised in Vermont and 
my wife’s family is here as well. 
St. Michael’s is a great place to 
work; I feel comfortable here.” 

It’s easy to understand why 
Jean would feel comfortable at 
St. Michael’s. In his first stint 
coaching the Purple Knights, 
he achieved the highest winning 
percentage of any coach in the 
program’s 25 year history. How- 
ever, Jean attributes the success 
to his players. 

“I’m not out there playing 
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the games, it takes special play- 
ers to achieve success” Jean said. 

Whatever the cause, where 
Wade goes, success seems to 
follow, and although only four 
games into the season, the early 
results are difficult to ignore. 
The team opened with 5-0 and 
4-0 victories at the Saint Rose 
tournament and bettered John- 
son State 9-0 in its season open- 
er. In its most recent game, the 
squad defeated Lyndon State in 
a convincing 4-0 shutout. 

According to Jean, the real 
test of the team’s potential will 
be next week when it begins con- 
ference play at Saint Anslem’s. 

Senior Captain Logan 
Kingman echoed his coach’s 
sentiment. 

“We have gotten off to a 
great start, but what’s important 
is being able to follow through 
for the rest of the season.” King- 
man said. “We know we proba- 
bly can’t win every game, but we 
need to stay focused and capital- 
ize on our opportunities to earn 
points in the conference.” 

With nine seniors on this 
season’s roster, there is under- 
standably a bit of urgency to win 
now. 

“The seniors on this team 
are very close. Having these 
eight guys around me is awe- 
some -- they’re a great support 
system.” Kingman said. “We’d 
love to finish off our time play- 
ing here with a playoff run.” 

Jean praised this senior 
group for their effort so far this 
season. 

“It’s always difficult to ad- 
just to a new coach, especial- 
ly after playing under Coach 
Franklin for three years, he was 
well liked and a great coach,” 
Jean said. “I’m impressed with 
how well these guys have adapt- 
ed a new system. Logan’s done 
well as captain. He brings a great 
intensity to the game, and he ex- 
pects a lot out of himself and the 
rest of the guys. That is very im- 
portant if we want to continue to 
improve,” Jean said. 

Jean had made some notice- 
able on-field changes, including 
moving senior Nick Colangelo to 
right-back. Although Colangelo 


Tom Barron shoots against Johnson State on Sept. 4th in a 9-0 win. 


has started the majority of the 
past two seasons for the Purple 
Knights, he has typically filled 
an attacking role, playing offen- 
sive midfield and forward posi- 
tions his entire career. 

“I’ve never played defense 
before; I like it. It’s taken some 
getting used to, but it seems to be 
working out alright,” Colangelo 
said. 

Jean commented several 
players, including Colangelo. 

“Nick has done a great job 
so far. Making the transition 
to defense isn’t easy but he’s 
worked hard to learn his new 
role. His attitude represents what 
this team is all about,” Jean said. 

Another important change 
for the Purple Knights has been 
the increased role of senior for- 
ward Dana DiPinto. 

DiPinto commented on his 
increased role, attributing his 
success to his training. 

“I don’t have the foot skills 
that these other guys have, but 


I keep working hard and it has 
paid off,’ DiPinto said. 

His work ethic hasn’t gone 
unnoticed. 

“Dana works hard,’ Jean 
said. “He keeps himself fit 
and he has really improved his 
game.” 

Senior defenseman Steve 
Scanlon also praised his fellow 
senior. 

“Dana is doing great. He 
makes everyone around him bet- 
ter,’ Scanlon said. 

Josh Vlasich, a junior trans- 
fer from Sienna College, has also 
made a noticeable impact. 

“Josh has also done a great 
job for us so far. At Sienna he 
played more of a facilitating role, 
but we’ve looked to him to step 
up as a goal scorer. He’s done 
well,” Jean said. 

“Done well” may be an un- 
derstatement. In his first home 
appearance for Saint Michael’s 
Vlasich set a program record for 
most points scored in a single 
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game (10). 

In addition to the systematic 
changes, Jean has encouraged 
his players to adjust their men- 
tality. 

“T think last season was hard 
for these guys. They had a cou- 
ple of tough, close home losses 
and it’s easy to get discouraged. 
I wanted to remind them that 
they are a talented team and they 
should act like it. We call it play- 
ing with swagger,” Jean said. 

As the season continues it 
will be important for this team 
to maintain their early season 
“swagger” as the face a difficult 
schedule, with the majority of 
their conference games on the 
road. 

“We've started off well, 
but we still have a ways to go. 
I want them to look back years 
from now and point to this sea- 
son with pride. I want them to 
say ‘I played on that team, and 
look at what we accomplished,” 
Jean said. 


